
The Trades Surge: Why More Young Americans Are Skipping College

June 12, 2024 - In recent years, a noticeable shift has emerged in the career paths chosen by young Americans.
Disillusioned by the traditional college route, many are turning to the trades, drawn by the promise of stable, well-paying
jobs without the crippling debt that often accompanies a four-year degree.

The economic landscape for college graduates has drastically changed. The promise that a degree would lead to a
secure, high-paying job no longer holds as true as it once did. Many graduates find themselves burdened with massive
student loans, entering a job market where security is elusive and competition is fierce.


White-collar jobs are increasingly threatened by globalization and technological advancements. Outsourcing has sent
many jobs overseas, while programs like the H1B visa have brought in foreign workers to fill roles domestically.
Additionally, advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) are beginning to encroach on fields once considered safe. AI is
now capable of performing tasks in industries ranging from legal research to financial analysis, continually improving and
expanding its capabilities.


In contrast, trade jobs offer a level of security that white-collar roles increasingly lack. Jobs in plumbing, welding, HVAC,
and vehicle repair cannot be outsourced overseas and are resistant to replacement by AI. When you need a plumber or
an electrician, you need someone who can physically be there to do the job.


Trade schools also offer a compelling financial advantage. A typical vocational program lasts a few months to two years
and costs a fraction of a four-year college degree. Graduates of these programs often enter the workforce with minimal
debt, and they can make a six-figure income.


Many young people and their families are beginning to question the value of the traditional college experience. Rather
than spending four or more years and accumulating debt for a degree that may not lead to a secure job, they see the
trades as a more pragmatic and financially sound option.


This shift in opinion is apparent based on recent data. Enrollment in vocational-focused community colleges rose more
than 15% last year. And it is a shift that is likely to pay large economic dividends to those who choose to go this route;
both in terms of avoiding debt and by giving them long-term job stability. 

by Jim Malmberg
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Registration is easy and free.
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